
NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2015 

Introduction from the Chair 

The Central Methodist Church will be open from 1.30 pm for 

a 2 pm start on Thursday, 17th December, 2015, with our 

well-known non-alcoholic punch and other seasonal goodies 

available for your delight! 
 

 The meeting will commence with our usual Christmas Quiz, 

and our Quiz Group Convenor Myrna Beet says it has been 

compiled, as ever, by members of the Group, and will be a 

mix of picture, music and general questions.    

 

Last year’s quiz was such a challenge and supremely 

entertaining and it promises more of the same this year.  So 

come along and enjoy yourself! 
 

December Members’ Meeting 

Winter 2015 Issue 1 

This isn`t the first edition of a U3A Todmorden Newsletter; there was one for 

a time in the early days.   It was decided to revive the Newsletter because 

with the ever increasing membership (now well over 400 and continuing to 

grow) it is increasingly difficult to keep everyone up to date with what is 

happening and what is available. 

 

The aim of the Newsletter is to keep members informed about 

happenings/developments in U3A locally, regionally and nationally.  It will also 

provide a platform for news about individual members or items of interest 

which are relevant to members. 

 

However, it is not intended that it should be a one way process.  It is hoped 

that individual members will use it to express their views on what the U3A 

offers or should, perhaps, be offering. Contributions need not be restricted to 

“U3A matters”; there may be other issues which you wish to raise or snippets 

of local news - possibly even gossip provided, of course, it isn`t libellous! 

 

At this stage it is intended to produce the Newsletter twice per year but if it is 

successful and there is the demand it could become a quarterly publication. 

That will, of course, require some more assistance in its production. 

 

I am grateful to Jean Pearson (Co-opted Committee member) and Christine 

Richmond (Convenor of our extremely popular Computer Tablets group) who 

have been responsible for producing this issue. 

 

I look forward to receiving your feedback. 

 

Keith Coates –Chairman – U3ATodmorden  
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Following the quiz we will be entertained by Andrew Gill with his magic 

lantern show.   It is three years since Andrew last joined us and we can 

all look forward to yet another interesting and entertaining 

presentation.    

 

Andrew has collected optical antiques for forty years and has 

presented authentic, professional magic lantern shows for the last 

twenty.   He is also one of us – he is a member of U3A Burnley! 

 

U3A Todmorden Newsletter  

December Members’ Meeting (continued) 

Invitation to a special meeting 

From Geoff Boswell – Science Group Convenor: 

 

Steps have been taken to combat climate change around Todmorden with new wind 

turbines erected, and work completed on flood prevention.  However the UN's Chief 

Environmental Scientist has criticised our government for cutting back on climate change 

measures. 

 

The UN is holding an international conference on climate change in Paris in December 

and academics from the University of Manchester will be making their contributions there.   

To mark this occasion, the Science and World Affairs groups have combined to invite Dr 

Paul Gilbert, of Manchester University, to tell us what is going on. This will take place on 

Monday 7th December at 10:30am in Roomfield Baptist Church, Halifax Road, 

Todmorden OL14  5BE. 

 

All members of U3A are invited. To pay for the room hire we are asking for £1 

entrance. 
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Speaker Finder News  

I hope that you have enjoyed the range and quality of our speakers’ talks this year.  Whilst I 

can lay claim to having found two speakers who are not “on the circuit” (Aquaponics and 

Summat a nowt), the remainder have in large part been as a result of members’ referrals or 

previous speakers’ work. 

 
In what has been a difficult year for my family, your support has been invaluable, so thank 

you. 

 
We are now fully booked through to July 2016, and I am actively recruiting for late 2016 and 

early 2017.  All members are invited to contribute to our monthly random stream of 

consciousness by emailing suggestions for speakers to me, or by catching me at one of our 

meetings. I’m unlikely to wear the hat every time, but I will once!   

 

My email is:  carrigan90@gmail.com 

  

All members are invited to express feelings and ideas about all aspects of U3A 

Todmorden to any or all of our Committee members  

The U3A notice board is where Marion puts any information from the 

national office that might be of interest to members, and where Gail puts a 

copy of  the current Groups Report. It is situated to the right and at the front 

of the main hall at the Central Methodist Church. 
 

Marion says it’s also there for any convenor or member who has information 

they would like to share at the monthly General Meeting – for example, we 

recently had a list of the topics to be discussed by the Jazz Joy group.  

 

Just bring along your notice and hand it to Marion when she’s putting up the 

board, or email her on todwords@yahoo.co.uk with the information. 

U3A Notice board 

Secretary: Marion Kershaw  

3 

Speaker Finder Peter Carrigan 

mailto:carrigan90@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/U3A/todwords@yahoo.co.uk


Winter 2015 Issue 1 

U3A Todmorden Newsletter  

Publicity Team Changes 

Nick Littlewood has already stepped into Alan McDonald’s shoes as Publicity 
Team Chairman.   A retired freelance graphic designer and illustrator Nick 
joined the Publicity Team a couple of years ago and he designs our 
extremely attractive monthly posters, information leaflet and programme 
of members’ monthly meetings.  
  
He plans to return to our Art Club, join our Walkers Group and maybe the 
Table Tennis Group – but only when he’s completed DIY renovations to his 
home!   Many of us see Nick quite often in Tod – he’s a volunteer in the 
Overgate Hospice shop twice a week. The other members of the Publicity 
Team are Andrew Teal, Gail Allaby and John Bouttell. 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions about our publicity or have items 
about U3A Tod to be publicised please contact Nick on 01706 812245 or 
petitbois251@gmail.com .    

Press Officer 

John Bouttell is a very early member of U3A Todmorden and he is Convenor of our 

Philosophy Group.   For over five years John has been writing the reports for the local 

press of our monthly members’ meetings.   He also uploads these reports on to the 

HebWeb each month where he also posts the notices of our forthcoming meetings and 

sends a copy to the U3A Yorkshire and Humberside Region – of which we are a 

member. 

 

John is also a keen member of our Walking Group.    

 

Unfortunately he is not able to continue in this role (not being available on Thursdays) 

and this important job is being taken on by Anthony Peter who is Convenor of our Novel 

Appreciation Group.  

   

Thank you, John, for all your hard work on publicity matters. 
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Exhibition Date 

The U3A Photography Groups are having an exhibition of their work at the Todmorden Tourist 

Information Centre from 1st to 31st December at Burnley Road, Todmorden. OL14  7BU.    

 

Opening times are Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm.  

 

 
We are all members of the U3A community which has 361,477 members in 969 U3As 

throughout the UK today! 
 
Geoff Boswell reports that one of the benefits of U3A membership is that you can buy 

educational software at charity prices.  For instance, Microsoft Office Professional 2016, 

which includes PowerPoint, Publisher, Access, Excel, Word and Outlook costs £100 

inclusive of VAT and delivery.  The Microsoft store charges £389.99.  

 

Go to the U3A website/member login/offers for members/computer software and click on 

“here” to get a quote. 

U3A Membership Benefits 

BRASSED OFF    
 I'm a little plastic cherub, who waited for her turn 
 On a cold conveyor belt, to be dipped into an urn. 
 That was filled with molten, swirling mass, 
 Though it wasn't gold but cheap stuff, brass 
 T'was dreadfully draughty lying there as I was in the nude 
 Naked apart from outstretched wings, so I felt rather rude 
 Then I took a dive, I got a coat... at last my assets hid 
 Tho' I was shocked at what came next, for this is what they did 
 They took a stick and punctured, yes, holed to hang on tree 
 So I'd look down and watch them in their Christmas revelry 
 But I feel rough, I have a chill, likewise a nasty cough 
 They may be merry but I'm not..... in fact I'm right brassed off!  

                                                        By Glenys Halliday 
 

Glenys is a member of the BBC Radio Manchester 'Sunday Daft Club' and she tells us she's 

been on that programme a couple of times with a poem and a trivia question - and she has a 

certificate to prove it!   The programme, she says, provides a chance to laugh out loud - of 

special benefit for those living alone. 

Christmas Poem 
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Well done to Alan McDonald who has returned to the life of a student!   He says 

“I'm not helping out with U3A publicity for a couple of years, and the website, which was my 

responsibility when we began in 2008, is already safe in other hands (thanks Peter, Gail, Nick and 

Andrew), because I'm going to be a student again. Inspired by our Philosophy group, I'm off to 

York to do a post-graduate diploma. Things look rather different when you're in your 60's to the 

majority of students, in their 20's. Even that phrase on my university card, Expires end: Dec 

2017 gave me pause.  I hope it's not a forecast.   

 

Instead I hope to be able to add some more letters after my name, and come back and tell the 

Philosophy group all about Platonic forms and what Wittgenstein means – if I know any better by 

then.” 

 We thank you Alan for all your work for U3A Todmorden – from its infancy – and give you our best 

wishes for every success on your post-graduate diploma course. 

We are never too old to learn! 

We have a happy band of members who put up U3A 
Todmorden posters around our area – perhaps you’ve seen 
them.   Do you know of other venues where our posters might 
be of value to the locals? 

How it works – You will usually receive posters for several 
forthcoming monthly members’ meetings and all you need to 
do is take down the previous poster (following the meeting) and 
put up the new one for the next meeting. 

To get involved in this please contact Anne Foster, our Assistant 
Secretary, on 01706 814623 or email her at:  
thefostershq@yahoo.co.uk . 

U3A Todmorden Poster Putter-Uppers 

Anne Foster 
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Links with local U3As 
 

From Jenny Carley NW Region Trustee: 

 

Todmorden U3A has positively contributed to the network of joint U3As Clitheroe, Burnley, 

Longridge and Hyndburn.  Networks do not have regional constraints so those U3As that are on 

the edge are welcome to join Networks in the North West.   

 

In October I spoke to your regional committee about the great benefits for all U3A members 

especially the committee members, group convenors.   

 

If you want to know more contact Neil Stevens who is your Trustee.   

 

Neil has been working in the NW Region demonstrating the new membership system “Beacon” 

which he has co-ordinated.   

 

The ethos of the U3A sharing, helping and participating is throughout the U3As and the Third 

Age Trust and in Networks. 

The Committee of U3A Todmorden welcome observers to the monthly meetings.   It has 

proved helpful to our members who were considering joining the Committee but wished 

to find out more before making the commitment. 

 

The meetings take place at the Central Methodist Church at 10 am on the Tuesday prior 

to our monthly members’ meeting. 

 

Observation of Committee meetings will be of great value if you are considering 

standing for election at our Annual General Meeting in June, 2016. 

 

To find out more please contact our Secretary – Marion Kershaw – because 

observations will be by prior arrangement.    

 

We can only accommodate three observers at any Committee meeting. 

 

Observers at Committee Meetings 
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This wreath was made by the Craft Group last 

year and was put on the memorial in Centre Vale 

Park the Friday after Remembrance Sunday.   

 

It was made up of poppies and leaves made 

using a variety of techniques inc amongst others 

knitting, crochet, sewing, weaving.  Materials 

included wool, cotton, rubber bands, and felt. 

Craft Group 
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Because more of our Special Interest Groups are now holding their meetings at the Fielden 

Centre, Todmorden, your committee has agreed to purchase a duplicate set of audio-visual 

equipment to be stored there for groups' use.  Therefore we now have:- 

 

Laptop computer 

Digital projector 

Extension speakers 

4-way cable reel 

Projection screen 

Flip chart easel/ white board 

 

This is, of course, additional to the similar equipment that we keep in storage at the 

Todmorden Community Resource Centre (TCRC). 

 

All our Group Convenors have been made aware of the new equipment and of how to 

navigate their way through our security measures in order to gain access to it.’ 

  

To find out more about U3A Todmorden’s audio-visual equipment you can contact Peter on 

01706 814137 or toddypg@gmail.com or visit our website to view the complete list. 

Audio-Visual Equipment 

Seen in the photo are Linda Cook and David Sutcliffe in 

the “farm house” kitchen of the Wensleydale Creamery in 

Hawes.  

 

This was the latest trip for 51 members of our Let’s Go 

group. On arrival we were treated to biscuits made on the 

premises and then saw the whole cheese making process 

condensed into just 30 minutes by an expert 

demonstrator.  

 

The Creamery was founded in 1897 by Edward Chapman 

and now takes milk, daily, from 50 local farms. Members 

tried, and enjoyed, samples from about 2 dozen cheeses.  

 

The Let’s Go group organises trips about every 6 weeks. 

Let’s Go trip to Hawes 

8 

mailto:toddypg@gmail.com


Winter 2015 Issue 1 
9 

U3A Todmorden Newsletter  

Membership 
 

Our Membership Secretary Margaret Gunnill is 

seeking a new assistant membership secretary.    

 

Margaret says this is an interesting and rewarding 

job and provides an opportunity to get to know 

members and to help them as needed. 

 

Please contact Margaret if you would like to get 

involved on 01422 844713 or email her at 

magsmontague31@btinternet.com. 

Special interest groups 
 

Gail Allaby is our Groups Co-ordinator and keeps us 

up-to-date on all developments.    

 

We are always forming new groups and plan to 

develop a programme of short courses. 

 

If you would like to convene a new group or short 

course just contact Gail on 07887827960 or email 

g.p.allaby@allaby-cook.co.uk  

Membership Secretary 

Margaret Gunnill 

Groups Co-ordinator Gail Allaby 

Members’ monthly meetings – refreshments rota 
 

Prior to our members’ monthly meetings at the Central Methodist Church our 

members can have a chat while enjoying a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits.  

 

At our Christmas meeting special Christmas refreshments are served. 

 

Alison Greenwood arranges a refreshments rota comprised of volunteers from our 

members. This is an ideal opportunity to meet other members and make new 

friends. It’s very simple and everything is organised for you. 

 

We are always happy to add more names to our list of volunteers. 

If you would like to get involved in this vital job just contact Alison on 01706 

816870   or email ali.greenwood48@gmail.com . 

 

mailto:magsmontague31@btinternet.com
mailto:g.p.allaby@allaby-cook.co.uk
mailto:g.p.allaby@allaby-cook.co.uk
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Contact details for U3A and its Committee Members 

 

 

 

U3A Todmorden 

The Fielden Centre 

Ewood Lane 

Todmorden OL14 7DD 

 

Phone us at either: 

 

01706 839175 (Marion Kershaw) or  

 

01422 844713 (Margaret Gunnill) 

 

Email us at : enquiries@u3atod.org.uk 

 

On the web: www.u3atod.org.uk 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/u3atod 

 

Registered Charity No: 1145937 

Committee 
 
Officers: 

 

Chairman – Keith Coates – 01706 344821 – k.coates994@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman – Ernie Rogan – 01706 812015 arlineandernie@tiscali.co.uk 

Secretary – Marion Kershaw - 01706 839176 – todwords@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer – Bill Griffiths - 01706 876984 – billgriffiths0@gmail.com 

 

Members: 

 

Assistant Secretary – Anne Foster – 01706 814623 - thefostershq@yahoo.co.uk 

Database Controller and Technical Officer – Peter Gibson – 01706 814137- 

toddypg@gmail.com 

Groups Co-ordinator – Gail Allaby – 01422 844392 - g.p.allaby@allaby-cook 

Membership Secretary – Margaret Gunnill – 01422 844713 - 

magsmontague31@btinternet.com 

Speaker-Finder – Peter Carrigan – 01706 433991 - carrigan90@gmail.com 

Mary Devereux – 01422 831923 - molly-bloom@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Co-opted Member: 

 

Jean A Pearson – 01706 813933 – pearson382@btinternet.com  
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S P E C I A L   I N T E R E S T   G R O U P S 

 

Art Appreciation/History – Mary Findon - 01706 814022 – w.m.findon@btinternet.com 

First Thursday of the month – 2 pm – 4 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  

Some months the group visits a gallery instead of meeting at the Fielden Centre 

 

Art Club – Jean A Pearson - 01706 813933 - pearson382@btinternet.com 

Alternate Tuesdays – 11 am – 1 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  

 

Board Games – Denise Wilson – 01706817737 denisewil16@btinternet.com 

Date and venue agreed meeting by meeting 

 

Coffee Club – Jean A Pearson – 01706 813933 – pearson382@btinternet.com 

First Monday of the month – 11 am – Polished Knob, Todmorden  

 

Concert Party - Rita Olley – 01706 819926 – ritaandreg@todonline.co.uk 

Fridays 2 – 4 pm – Todmorden Fire Station  

 

Craft – Mary Findon – 01706 814022 – w.m.findon@btinternet.com 

Alternate Fridays – 10.30 am – 1 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  

 

Creative Writing – Barbara Griffiths – 01706 876984 – barbiegriff@gmail.com 

Second and fourth Thursdays of the month – 2 pm – 4 pm - Todmorden Community Resource Centre 

 

Computer Tablets – Christine Richmond – 01422 615132 – Mobile – 07596 131 126 

christine.richmond@gmail.com 

Alternate Tuesdays 11 am – 12.30 pm Polished Knob, Todmorden  

 

French – Conversation – Anne Foster – 01706 814623 – thefostershq@yahoo.co.uk 

Every Monday – 2.45 pm – Todmorden Fire Station  

 

French – Improvers– Group 1 - Gill Radford –  

01422 886021 – gillmradford@btinternet.com 

Mondays – 1 pm – 2.15 pm – Todmorden Community Resource Centre 

 

French Improvers – Group 2 – Gill Radford – 01422 886021 – gillmradford@btinternet.com 

 Alternate Wednesdays – 2 pm – 4 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  (upstairs) 

 

Gardening – Ann Brook – 01706 815099 – ann.brook@ymail.com 

Second Monday of the month – meet at 1.30 pm –at various locations 

 

German – Vicky Jackson – 01422 845327 – vejx@btinternet.com     

Tuesdays – 2 pm – 4 pm – Todmorden Fire Station  

 

 Greek – Peggy Thomas – 01422 646744 – peggythomas@wilinsky.com 

Alternate Tuesdays – 10.30 am – 11.30 am – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  
 

Jazz Joy – David Greenhough – Mobile – 07795 570906 Home – 01706 876181 

Alternate Mondays – 2 pm – The Bear Café, Todmorden (upstairs room)  
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Let’s Go – Linda Cook – 01706 817254 – landcook@talktalk.net 

Available to all members – various locations 

 

Lunch Club – Peter Gibson – 01706 814137 – toddypg@gmail.com (Contact only) 

Various locations 

 

Music Appreciation – Richard Pomfret – 01706 839115 – richpomf@googlemail.com 

Alternate Tuesdays – 10 am – 12 noon – contact Richard for venue details  

 

Natural History – Gill Jones – 07816 482993 – gillm.jones@googlemail.com 

First Tuesday of the month – 1.30 pm – Todmorden Community Resource Centre  

 

Novel Appreciation – Anthony Peter – 01706 551998 – antpeter51@yahoo.co.uk 

First or Second Monday of the month – 11 am – 12.30 pm Todmorden  Library 

Check with Ant for the date of next meeting.  

 

Opera Appreciation - Sue Whitehead – 01422 886771 – sueewhitehead@talktalk.net 

 Second Tuesday of the month – 1 pm – Stubbing Wharf, Hebden Bridge 

 

Philosophy - John Bouttell – 01706 839075 – john.bouttell@gmail.com 

Alternate Mondays – 10.15 am – Central Methodist Church, Todmorden   

 

Photography – Anne Beard – 01422 883823 – time4tea4@gmail.com 

First and third Thursdays of the month – 10.30 am to 12 noon – Todmorden Community Resource Centre 

 

Photography – Group 2 – Ernie Rogan – 01706 812015 – arlineandernie@tiscali.co.uk 

Please Contact the Convenor for details. 

 

Poetry Appreciation – Lynne Taylor – 01282 411902 – lynne.tlr@btinternet.com 

Second Friday of the month – 11 am – 12.30 pm – Todmorden Library 

 

Poetry Enjoyment – Lynne Taylor – 01282 411902 – lynne.tlr@btinternet.com 

Fourth Thursday of the month – Todmorden Community Resource Centre 

 

Poland Appreciated – David Greenhough – 

Mobile 07795 570906 – Home – 01706 876181 

Alternate Wednesdays – 2 pm – Todmorden Library 

Check with David for the date of the next meeting or 

 EAM Freeman –07850004833 - edithf789@aol.com – (Contact only)  

 

Practical Art– Joint Convenors -  Wendy Coates – 01706 344821 – coateswendy1@gmail.com  

-Mike Peace – michael_peace2@hotmail.com 

Alternate Fridays – 11 am – 1.30 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  

Special Interest Groups (continued) 
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Science – Geoff Boswell – 01706 813860–gboswell@gboswell.plus.com 

Second and fourth Wednesdays of the month – 10.15 am – The Fielden Centre, Todmorden 
 

Scrabble - Group 1– Pam Booth – 01706 818729 

Alternate Fridays – 2 pm – 4 pm – Queen Hotel, Todmorden  
 

Scrabble – Group 2 – Marion Kershaw – 01706 839176 -todwords@yahoo.co.uk 

First and third Mondays – 1 pm – 2.30 pm – Queen Hotel, Todmorden  
 

Social History – Alan Fowler – 01422 842828 – alanfowler1944@btinternet.com 

Third Friday of the month – Todmorden Community Resource Centre   
 

Spanish – Improvers– Duncan Relf – 01706 814668 – duncanrelf@btinternet.com 

Alternate Wednesdays –2 pm – Fielden Centre, Todmorden  
 

Table Tennis and Badminton – Ann Priestley – 

 01706 815451 – pann900@talktalk.net 
Mondays (term time) – 3 pm – 5 pm – Todmorden Leisure Centre 
 

Quiz Group – Myrna Beet -  01706 815458 – myrna-cb@tiscali.co.uk 

Fourth Thursday of the month – 10 am – Central Methodist Church, Todmorden  
 

Walking – Anne Beard – 01422 883823 – time4tea4@gmail.com 

Last Tuesday of the month 
 

World Affairs – Doug Simpson – 01706 813404 – doug@dougsimpson.plus.com 

Alternate Wednesdays – 2.30 pm – 4 pm – Todmorden Fire Station - unless notified otherwise 
 
 

For further information please contact the Convenor or visit our website www.u3atod.org.uk 
to view our Diary and monthly Groups Report. 

U3A Todmorden Newsletter  

Special Interest Groups (continued) 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER SHOULD BE RECEIVED 

BY 5TH MAY 2016.  
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