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Art Appreciation/History 
At our March meeting one of our members, Gaynor Lea-Greenwood, gave an entertaining illustrated talk on 
street photography. Her starting point was local Doctor, the late Robert Blomfield, known to be a keen 
photographer the extent and quality of whose work only came to be appreciated after his death.   His extensive 
archive of sensitive photographs has resulted in several exhibitions and a beautifully produced book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaynor widened her talk to cover some of the issues that can arise out of this aspect of photography and 
touched upon work by photographers as varied as Cartier-Bresson, Martin Parr and Alice Longstaff. 

Our April meeting will again be at Roomfield Baptist Chapel on Halifax Road on Thursday April 3rd at 
2pm.  New member always welcome.   
Enquiries to tristan.molloy.tm@gmail.com or tel: 01706 812890. 
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Art Club  
Art Club meet every alternate Wednesday between 2pm and 4pm currently at the local Community College 
pending refurbishments at Fielden Hall.  It’s a mutually supportive group but without formal tuition and 
members work in a variety of media.  Some of us will be working on our own project, others following a 
suggested theme, currently “Brrr, it’s cold outside”. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Our next meeting will be on the 19th March and anybody interested in seeing if the group is right for them is 
welcome to come along and give it a try for free.  Please contact Judith Malone on 01796812890 for further 
details. 
 
Alfresco History / Archaeology 
 
As reported last time, this group’s members are working on a diverse programme of visits to sites of historic 
interest, usually where a guided tour or talk is included.  March’s visit is quite local: Todmorden Unitarian 
Church, and is happening on Wednesday 19th at 2:00 pm. 
 
All members of Todmorden u3a are welcome to join these visits, but the convenor, Bill Black, needs to know 
each time who is joining the trip, as hosts always ask for numbers in advance, and there is typically a minimum 
group size.  To make it easy to reply, a rsvp form is usually mailed to registered group members and to others 
on request.  Contact details are email: groups@u3atod.org.uk; mobile/text 07593 596670 
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Board Games Group 

  
The Board Games Group met on Monday 10th March, with a somewhat reduced but no less 
enthusiastic attendance.  We played Qwirkle and two games new to us - Rummikubs Word (a cross between 
Rummikubs and Scrabble) and a new version of Azul, "Windows of Sintra" with players competing to "make" 
stained-glass windows without having too many breakages!  New games, like new players, are always 
welcome - we’re not about becoming experts but rather having fun stretching our mental processes in a 
cheerful social environment.   If you are at all tempted or curious don’t hesitate to get in touch or drop in for 
a taster-session   We meet at 2 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month in the Community Room at Ridgefoot 
(across the car-park from Tod College), and the convenor is Jim Botten at jroyd33@gmail.co or telephone on 
01422 844987. 

Canasta Group    
The Canasta group have had their usual two meetings this past month, when we once again had good 
afternoons playing the game and enjoying a laugh or two.  
 
Our next meetings are Monday 24th March and Tuesday 8th April - New members welcome  
 
Further details from Barbara Wigley barbarawigley@btinternet.com  
 
Coffee Club  
 
Due to the closure of Honest Johns due to the fire the Group haven’t met again this month. 
 
Concert Party (Senior Moments) 
 
Senior Moments Concert Party is a slightly unusual U3A group, which supports the local community by 
providing an hour of free entertainment for care homes, groups, fund raisers etc. 
   
We are most definitely not a choir, but hark back more to Gang shows and "end-of-the-pier" entertainment. 
We perform acoustically without the use of Karaoke machines or microphones, to give a light hearted look 
back to the popular songs and musicals of the 50s and 60s plus the odd sketch, theme tune etc. 
 

 

 
 
 
We sang a few songs at the Dementia Friendly 
Todmorden Spring Concert earlier this month; and 
our next booking is a return to Waterside Lodge on 
April Fools' Day [quite appropriate]. 
 
If you feel that you might like to be involved please 
contact Gill on 07504290071 and come to meet us 
at the Fire Station Community Room. 
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Craft Club   
We are continuing to meet at Todmorden College whilst building work continues at Fielden Hall.   

For our February 21st meeting 
we explored using the inside of 
a tomato puree tube as a craft 
material.   The cleaned piece of 
metal was embossed and then 
used to decorate cards and 
other items. 

 

 

 

On March 7th we continued the 
recycling theme by using old 
CDs to make sun catchers. 

  

There has been a change of plan for March 21st instead of making charm bracelets we shall be investigating 
ways of presenting small Easter eggs using a variety of craft techniques and materials.  

Our session for April 4th has the intriguing title 'Mushroom Magic'.  Members have been trying to guess what 
this will be.   

As April 18th is Good Friday we shall not be meeting.   If things go to plan, we shall be returning to Fielden 
Hall for our meeting on May 2nd. 

Creative Writing  
Our first meeting in March had a variety of offerings, some to this months’ themes.  ‘Something to Come 
Home For’ was one, about someone who welcomed a couple of previously unwanted pets into their home to 
help with loneliness.   

For a complete change was a piece about expressing gratitude; read out, with a bonus musical interlude 
included.   
 
Further afield, a cautionary tale about choosing holiday destinations for people not so good on their feet these 
days.   
 
New members who can add to our monthly mix will be more than welcome – write about what you like, or 
have a go at the monthly themes. 
 
 
 
 
 



Enjoyment of Wine (Zoom)  
 
Some notes on the group’s February meeting at Tod College:  As we are a hungry lot we all contributed to a 
Jacobs join and what a spread we had with a platter of Italian meats with olives, chicken and avocado salad, 
rice salad, sausages, quiches, various cheeses, dips, crisps and salad vegetables. All of course in the interests 
of food matching our wines. 
 
And what were our wines, well we had opted for a comparison of non-alcoholic and alcoholic. We took a 
systematic approach to sample our whites, roses and two reds brought in by group members.  Systematic in 
that we followed a colour pattern of white to red. Where possible the non-alcoholic wine was matched with 
the identical alcoholic. We attempted to make comprehensive notes about all of them but as the wine was 
drunk and the food was disappearing perhaps our records were not quite as comprehensive as we would have 
liked. ... 
 
Periodically throughout our tastings our resident Dr in Chemistry explained some of the more technical issues 
on how alcoholic drinks can be made non-alcoholic. It was an interesting explanation and the detailed way 
this is done and could go some way to explain why non-alcoholic wines in general tend to be more expensive 
than the alcoholic version. How-ever we were not sure any of us would pass the end of tasting exam on the 
subtleties of the techniques (Joking apart it was interesting and sounded very complex).  Our overall 
conclusion was that some non-alcoholic wines were ok they were not really like their namesakes and tended 
to be rather sweet. 
 
If you would like to join us on our themed wine tastings either online on the first Saturday in the month or at 
Tod College on the third Friday in the month contact the convenors, Bob or Mike as listed on the U3a Tod 
website. 

First Tuesday Book Group  
We were discussing a short, intense novel called “A Shining” by Jon Fosse, a Norwegian Nobel laureate who 
had also written plays and poetry, and who was once an aspiring musician. This background was seen to have 
impacted on his novel-writing in interesting ways. The book was fewer than 50 pages long, but generated lots 
of discussion and had been well worth the visit:  members were glad to have had the experience, and responses 
to the book varied widely.  
 
Our next discussion will be on Primo Levi’s book, “The Periodic Table” - on Tuesday 1st April. We have a 
couple of vacancies if anyone would like to join us.  

French: 'An Improvers Group'  
We continue to get to grips with pronouns and placing them in the right place in a sentence, Such fun! 
 
Also, we are practising the imperfect tense and sharing information about what we used to do when younger.  
 
Holidays in France are proving to be popular topics. However, the current challenge is to relate stories from 
our former lives when we need to both set the scene and list events, for which we need to include the more 
familiar but awkward perfect tense verbs too. 
 
Oh well! we manage to communicate pretty well amongst ourselves, so all is good. 
TLCCH Mondays 1.30pm to 3.30pm, 2nd & 4th Mondays in the month.  radfordgill23@gmail.com 
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Gardening Group (zoom meetings and outings)  
 
We held our last winter zoom meeting this month. Several members joined for an informative discussion on 
all things gardening. During the spring and summer months we will visit each other’s gardens. 
 
Group Convenors are Peter Gibson (toddypg@gmail.com) and Fiona Ryland (fio.a.ryland@gmail.com). 
Membership of the group is open to all current members of U3A Todmorden. 

German Group    
A major part of the German Group's way of doing things is that responsibility for running classes is often 
handed over to Members, allowing convenors to put their proverbial feet up and Members - to mix metaphors 
- to seize the reins.  
 
For instance, one Member had been mentioning 'doing a recipe’ for weeks.  I thought she was planning to do 
a bit of cooking at the White Hart, where we're having our sessions at the moment.  What she actually produced 
- as I should have expected - was a highly sophisticated linguistic game requiring us all to confront numerous 
questions based on snippets of a German recipe.  It was such fun, especially when she followed it up with a 
recording of a song. We were handed the lyrics, though lots of words were missing.  Our job was to listen to 
the song and fill in the words.  Also great fun and challenging. 

Golf for Fun  
Golf is somewhat sporadic this time of year. We meet as weather permits.  Todmorden’s golf year starts on 
1st May – look out for more information in the April report. 

The Charities Shield, originally planned for 19th November, has been postponed due to snow and ice!!  All 
being well, this will be held on 28th April 2025, tee-off 10 am. 
For all inquiries, please contact the convenor, John.Allison@3-C.Coop. Our web page is 
https://u3atod.org.uk/u3a_groups/golf-for-fun/.  
 
Intermediate Walking Group 
 
The IWG met in Hebden Bridge on Tuesday 18th March for the second walk by this new group. After a short 
bus ride on the 596, the route took us from Knowl Top (near Colden), across Heptonstall Moor, through 
Colden and Jack Bridge, then down Hudson Mill Lane to the Bridge over Colden Water. From here the final 
climb from Lumb Bank up to Crown Point (above Heptonstall) saw the end of this three mile walk, where 
some members caught the next 596 back into town.  
 
Seven of us enjoyed this lovely walk in beautiful weather, with much appreciation of the superb views. 
 
The final three-mile section of this three part walk will take place on Tuesday the 16th of April. Details to be 
posted to Group members about a week in advance. 
 
 
 
Let's Go   
 
This Group is on hold for the time being pending finding new Convenors 
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Local History 
 
Our March meeting took place as usual at Todmorden College, and featured a presentation by Jenny Coleman 
on the long and fascinating history of the Fountains Inn, including many period advertisements and interesting 
anecdotes and insights.   
 
We also looked over an up-dated version of the "guide to research" which we put together when the group 
was first formed.    The possibility was raised of having a group-visit to Todmorden library in order to learn 
how to do on-line research using the computer facilities available there, and it was agreed that a date for this 
would be arranged as soon as a list of attendees could be compiled.  A future visit to the West Yorkshire 
Archive Service headquarters at Wakefield was also suggested.  It is possible to have a guided tour of their 
collections (some of which, relevant to Calderdale, are held in Halifax), along with an introduction to the ways 
of accessing and using these records.   
 
It is intended that our April session will largely be devoted to a workshop on understanding old handwriting 
(more challenging than it sounds!)   Anyone is welcome to drop in for a taster-session to see what we are 
about.  There is a £2 a head charge for room-hire, plus an optional £1 for refreshments.  For 
more information please get in touch with Jim Botten at jroyd33@gmail.com or by telephone on 01422 
844987. 
 
Lunch Club 
 
The next Lunch Club meeting will take place on Tuesday 25 March at La Vida, Hebden Bridge.  
For further details about this and other forthcoming lunches contact denisetyas@me.com. 

Mah Jong  
A slow mah-jong month. 

Four winds at rest, three dragons 

Slumbering. I yearn 

For a Red Lantern, a light 

Companionable and deep. 

 Patience is a rewarding quietness. 

And sometimes good things 
Come to those who wait: moments 
Of unique wonder 
Stir the soul and coalesce - 
All ones, nines, winds and dragons! - 
And Barbara smiles  
The smile of a hand well played! 

We meet every Wednesday from 14.15 until 16.15 in the Hare and Hounds in Todmorden.  Please contact 
Emily Watnick if you are interested in joining us  -  emilywatnick@gmail.com.  New members still very 
welcome.  
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Members On Their Own (M.O.T.O.)     
The MOTO (Members on their own) group has been put on hold for the time being. If anyone is interested 
in joining this group in the future, please get in touch with Kay on 01422 844567. 

Modern Greek Group   
All progressing well with our Greek and a very pleasant atmosphere within the group.    

The Book Club (formerly the Novel Appreciation Group)  
Our March book was The Inheritors by William Golding, written following his military experiences in WW2. 
The book is peopled by pre-historic humans and explores notions of social structures, communication and 
conflict between different species (sub-species?) of early mankind. This is theorised to be the Neanderthals, 
with the 'new people' being Homo Sapiens, but they are nowhere named in the book. 

We mused on the relationship between language and thought, and the potential flaws in considering that one 
group is necessarily superior or more intelligent simply because they have developed more sophisticated tools 
(e.g. dug-out canoes, spears, bows and arrows).  

Golding adopts a stripped-down narrative language and grammar, that develops into a broader vocabulary 
once the ‘new people’ arrive on the scene. While there were differing views overall on the book, we mostly 
thought it a clever evocation of civilisations with likely far more ‘primitive’ modes of communication. Some 
were uneasy about an implied ‘noble savage’ motif given the apparently more violent and transgressive 
behaviour of the ‘new people’. It was posited this may have sprung from Golding’s war experience having 
made him cynical about modern man’s inhumanity to man. 

 
Online Zoom Talks 
 
On the evening of the 6th March members enjoyed an excellent talk about the origins and applications of the 
Ordnance Survey. 
 

 

 
This coming month on Wednesday the 2 April we 
have a talk by Barry Linton on ‘How to Stay Safe 
Online’. Barry is past Chairman of Thorpe Bay u3a 
and in early 2020 Barry became an official Essex 
Police Volunteer attached to the Cybercrime 
protect and prevent team. The talk will tell us on 
how to identify all manner of scams and to help 
prevent us from falling for them. The talk will 
include some video clips that in equal measure will 
entertain and alarm you. 
 
This talk WILL NOT be recorded. 

 
 
 
 
 



Opera Appreciation 
 
We are continuing with a varied programme of some of the most popular operas and some lesser known. 
 
There is scope in the group for new members- the group doesn`t take " an "academic" approach but simply 
seeks to enjoy opera and  perhaps, learn something about it." 

Meeting. Second Tuesday of the month Roomfield Baptist Church 01706 344821 or email 
k.coates994@gmail.com." 

Photography  
 
In February we visited Rochdale Town Hall, we had tried to get a private tour but we were too late in trying 
to book it, however, the Town Hall is open from 10.00 – 16.00 when the public can make an un-guided visit, 
this proved ideal as it gave us the opportunity to take our time and allowing us the opportunity to return to 
areas to relook in case we had missed something interesting to photograph. When looking for photo 
opportunities it is amazing to see details that you would easily overlook e.g. that lions on top of the entrance 
are a lovely gold colour. 
 
March is the time for us to sort out, get printed and mounted our photographs for our annual exhibition. All 
members have the opportunity to enter up to 5 pictures of their choice there are no rules, except the colour 
and size of the mount, which means that we have a nice range of subjects and shows the capabilities of the 
Group.  
 
The exhibition is held in Todmorden Tourist Information Centre for the whole of April.  If you visit the 
exhibition and like what you see we have a few vacancies in the group and want to develop your photographic 
skills let us know. 
 
Pickleball Group 
 
The Pickleball group based in Mytholmroyd is suspended, as 4 weeks in a row, we’ve failed to get enough (4) 
members together to play a game, making the group unviable.  Some of the players who played at this venue 
have given preference to Todmorden Sports Centre, which offers a warmer court at a lower price.   Any offers 
to re-kindle pickleball in Mytholmroyd should be addressed to the Groups Co-ordinator, Bill Black 
(oups@u3atod.org.uk). 
 
Poetry Appreciation (zoom)  
 
The Poetry Appreciation Group met (by zoom) on Thursday 15th March to discuss poems on the theme of 
'BITE'. A difficult theme, but we came up with Lavinia Greenway's 'Acteon', which tells the myth of Acteon 
the hunter who was punished by the Goddess Artemis, for seeing her bathing, by turning him into a stag which 
was torn to pieces by his own hounds. 
  
On a similarly gruesome note, the Elegy by Tichbourne was written in the Tower on the day before his 
execution (hanging, drawing and quartering) for treason.  On a lighter note we went on to enjoy a lovely 
metaphor about relationships, trees and plums. Humour followed with a witty interpretation of the theme 
which considered the fate of the printed word in the age of bytes and megabytes.  Finally, we heard about the 
use of an invitation to an extravagant dinner as a way to emphasise ones high status. 
 
In April we hope to investigate 'Romance' in many of its multitude of connotations. 
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Practical Art  
 
As a group we are enjoying working in a light, airy and spacious room at Tod College although parking in 
particular for those less mobile is still a big issue as spaces are few at the college so many in the group will be 
relieved to return to The Fielden when the building work is completed. 
 
Meanwhile we had an excellent demonstration on 'Quilling' given by Sally Baron.  She showed us how the 
technique could be very versatile and used in conjunction with other art forms. Next session we will be using 
water-colour and inks to paint and draw 'Doorways and Openings'. We hope to use some more experimental 
techniques within the media. 
 
Psychology 
 
On 13th March, 11 members of the Psychology group met at Ridgefoot in Todmorden to revisit Transactional 
Analysis.  After briefly discussing the theory, two roleplays were facilitated that demonstrated different ego 
states and transaction patterns in action.  These interactive demonstrations helped to understand the practical 
applications of transactional analysis concepts by seeing them performed rather than just hearing them 
described.  This was then followed by further discussions. 
 
Meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Thursday of each month from 12 noon to 1:30pm.  The next meeting 
will be held once again at Ridgefoot in Todmorden on Thursday 10th April.  The next topic will be about 
‘Attachment Styles’.  We have now reached capacity for the Group, so are unable to accept any new Members 
at present. 
 

Quiz Group 
 
We had an excellent turnout of quizzers for my first 
meeting as Convener and an excellent quiz set by 
Denise Wilson.  
 
Many thanks to Myrna for her excellent work as 
convener for so many years.  
 
Next meeting at Central Methodists will be held as 
usual at 10.15 on Thursday 27th March. 
 

 
 

Scrabble Group 

The Scrabble Group continues to see a regular healthy attendance, though we always have room for more 
players at the tables, of any standard.  We meet in the downstairs room at Central Methodist Church on the 
1st and 3rd Mondays of each month (although in March the second meeting has been postponed to the 31st) 
starting at 2 pm, at a cost of £2 per head for room-hire, with tea/coffee and biscuits thrown in (not too 
literally).  If you'd like to join us please get in touch with Jim Botten at jroyd33@gmail.com or by telephone 
on 01422 844987, or just drop in on one of our sessions for a taster. 
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Science Group (Zoom)    
The Science Group holds a Zoom meeting each Wednesday opening at 10.00am. At each meeting we have 
two half hour video lectures, one from each of two series. There is a brief discussion after each lecture. An 
email including a link to access the meeting is sent to all Science Group members ahead of each meeting.  
The lectures start at 10:15, and the meeting normally closes at around 11:30. For further information contact 
Tom Williamson at tom.w16@outlook.com  

We are currently watching two courses. The first course is “Biology and Human Behaviour” The next five 
lectures are: -   The Automatic Nervous System, The Regulation of Hormones by the Brain, The Regulation 
of the Brain by Hormones, The Evolution of Behaviour, and The Evolution of Behaviour- Some Examples.  
 
The second course is “Impossible: Physics Beyond the Edge”.  The next few lectures are entitled: -   
“Visiting the Past”, “Thinking in Space Time”, “Faster than Light”, “Black Holes and Curved Space-Time” 
and “A Spinning Universe, Wormholes and Such”. 
 
Social History Group 
 
I am sorry to say that the closure of the road again led to the cancellation of our February meeting so that our 
first meeting will be on March 21 when we will discuss the Philip Snowden autobiography looking at his early 
life in Yorkshire.  
 
We will meet at 10 15 am in the Methodist church in Todmorden.  We are hoping to have a trip for our April 
meeting. 
 
If you are interested in joining us please contact alanfowler1944@btinternet.com 

Strollers Group  
 

12 Strollers enjoyed their first walk of the year on 
a sunny spring morning, starting by a short stretch 
of the canal in Todmorden to the Guillotine Lock 
and wending our way through the back streets to 
Lovers Walk eventually ending at the Hare & 
Hounds were 7 of us partook of lunch and 
discussed possible future walks for later in the year. 

 

New members welcome – we aim to walk no more than two miles, with as few hills as possible (which can 
be difficult!) with a coffee or lunch stop at the end where appropriate.    We usually walk on the first 
Wednesday in the month. 
 
Please contact Barbara at  barbarawigley@btinternet.com or Helen at  helenstarmer@hotmail.com if you are 
interested in joining us. 
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Tablet and iPad Club 

A small group meets for the Tablet and iPad group and discuss various apps and any problems. 

Meeting.   First Tuesday of the month. 11 am. Honest Johns  contact ianmacadie279@gmail.com 

Table Tennis & Badminton  
Table Tennis/Badminton meets every Monday during term time, at Todmorden 
Sports Centre, at 3:00 pm. Cost £3/session.  

 
Meeting. Mondays at 3.00 pm Todmorden Sports centre please contact Ernie 
Rogen: arlineandernie@tiscali.co.uk  IF YOU Would like to join this group.  
 

 
Walking Cricket   
 
On the 6th March the Rotherham u3a team came to Todmorden and two top Tiger players gave their services 
to Rotherham on the day. They helped take Rotherham to a 33-run win over the Tigers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotherham in green and The Tigers black with light blue vest on top. 
 
The game was played in the true U3A spirit but it was the fielding of both teams that stands out.  
 
A normal event was played on the 13th March with 18 members attending for a competitive game was played 
with the Tigers playing in the upcoming game against Lancashire winning by 38 runs. 
 
If you fancy a game or just want to try it out, either contact the convenor Michael Astrop on 
mwastrop@gmail.com or just turn up at the Todmorden Sports Centre, Ewood Lane on the second or fourth 
Thursday in the month. 
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Walking Group  
 
The Walking Group meets on the last Tuesday of each month (except December) and details of each walk are 
sent out in advance by email to all Group Members and posted in the website calendar.  
 
Our February walk was led by Anne Wear and the next walk will be led by Jerome Way on 25th March, 
starting from Luddenden Foot.  
 

 
 

 

 
Enquiries about the group, or requests to join, should be addressed to Peter Gibson 
at toddypg@gmail.com.  Membership of the group is open to all current members of U3A Todmorden.  
 
 
World Film Club 
 
The world film group continues to meet successfully on two Fridays a month at the Roomfield Church in 
Todmorden, since the last report we have shown two films; one from Germany and one from Japan.   
 
Our current season continues until April 11th 
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